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A Report on the 51st General Assembly of  the PCA 
 

The 51st General Assembly of  the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) marked a 
significant milestone in our history, as it convened from June 10 ð 14, 2023 in Richmond, VA.  

I have been surprised at how many reports on this yearõs General Assembly have already 
been produced. You can find them online in many different places.  

I have also been surprised at how quickly the reports have been produced this year. Not 
long ago, one had to wait several weeks for the Stated Clerk of  the General Assembly to produce 
his report before one could read a summary of the General Assemblyõs actions.  

Nevertheless, here is my brief report on this yearõs General Assembly. 
First, I am thankful that this yearõs General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 

was peaceful. The year 2018 saw the birth of  a conference known as Revoice. The Mission of  
Revoice is stated as follows: òTo support and encourage gay, lesbian, bisexual, and other same-
sex attracted Christiansñas well as those who love themñso that all in the Church might be 
empowered to live in gospel unity while observing the historic Christian doctrine of  marriage 
and sexuality.ó Sadly, Revoice was birthed in a historic PCA church in St. Louis, MO. Over the 
next few years, this caused significant disruption in the PCA, particularly regarding who was 
qualified to serve as an officer in the PCA. Although the historic church and its pastors left the 
PCA at the end of 2022, the issue was finally settled at last yearõs General Assembly. So, it was 
nice going to a General Assembly without worrying about a significant split in the denomination. 
One piece of evidence that this yearõs General Assembly was peaceful was that it adjourned on 
Thursday afternoon rather than late on Thursday evening or Friday at noon, its scheduled time 
of  adjournment. 
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Second, the presence of  Ruling Elder Todd Bayley and Ruling Elder Emeritus Ken Pothoven as 
commissioners at this yearõs General Assembly was encouraging. Their presence, along with a grow-
ing number of  Ruling Elders, has been instrumental in preventing the embrace of  unbibli-
cal views such as Revoice and the so-called òSide B Christianity.ó Their role in keeping 
Teaching Elders in check is invaluable. 

And third, I am optimistic about the future of  the Presbyterian Church in America. The PCA 
motto is: òFaithful to the Scriptures, True to the Reformed Faith, and Obedient to the 
Great Commission.ó I believe that Jesus will bless this branch of his church as long as we 
uphold each of  these elements in our local churches. 

May God bless the PCA! 

 

Welcome to our new members! 
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 Because of  your generous 

gifts and the success of  the 

Hair-Cut Fundraiser, enough 

was raised to send $2,000 by an 

electronic transfer of  funds 

through MTW to begin the 

extension of  the wooden 

structure currently used as the 

Great Commission Church 

Plant meeting place. The early 

start on the extension became 

necessary due to the change in 

weather conditions in Belize. 

Their rainy seasonñApril and 

May to early Juneñwas dry. It 

resulted in fires causing great 

damage and suffering in the 

Toledo District. Now during 

their dry seasonñJune and July 

into Augustñit has become 

rainy. We need the extension 

before we get to Belmopan, 

Belize so that we have enough 

covered space for the VBS. In 

the afternoons, we will assist in 

completing the extension, Lord 

willing and weather permitting. 

 Our thanks to Jose 

Fonseca for offering his 

services as a barber to support 

the Short-term Missions. Our 

thanks to those who had their 

hair cut and made a generous 

donation. We are grateful to 

those who gave even though 

they did not get their hair cut. 
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